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1. Application

This Direction is applied to all running free Vessels
using Musaffah Channel Inbound and Outbound
transit.

2. Effective Date
15% October 2019

3. Purpose

This direction has been issued with aim to ensure
efficient and safe navigation for all vessels
transiting Musaffah channel.

4. Definition

Special move - Any vessel restricted in her ability
to manoeuvre due to her shape, size, draft and/or
efficiency and require additional assistance to
reduce the related navigation risks which limited
her capabilities such as:
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e Jack up barge

e Oil Rig or platform

e Accommodation Barge
e Crane Barge

e Barge carrying Cargo more than 20
meters high

e Combination of Pipeline exceeding 200 m
LOA

e Dead ship operation

e Un-propelled dredger

5. Requirements for Special Move Vessel

Vessels Masters / Agent must ensure that the
following requirements are complied with

whenever the special move vessel intend to transit

through Musaffah Channel waterway areas:

a) Submission of vessels documents and
certificates through Maqta Gateway System;

b) Risk Assessment created by the Vessel
Master;

c) Port licensed pilot is compulsory;

d) Two suitable assistant tugs as minimum. Tugs
should be accepted by the pilot and might
request additional tug/s.

e) Conduct toolbox meeting between pilot,
vessel Master and Tug Masters to discuss and
agree on the entire passage plan, in advance
before commencement of the intended
inbound or outbound passages

f) Special moves will be conducted only after
Harbour Master approval
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6. Requirements to Exempt Vessels during
Special Move Channel Transit

a) Tugs running free, Supply vessels and
Dynamic position vessel which can hold and
maintain position and have high manoeuvring
capability not exceeding 80 meters LOA might
be exempted to navigate and pass through
the below mentioned areas during channel
restriction upon VTS permission.

b) The following areas are the passing points for
the authorized vessels (map attached):

e The wide channel area West of buoy M-40
e The wide channel area East of buoy M-51
e The wide channel area North of buoy M-57

c) Permission from VTS should be granted well
in advance in order to pass while the channel
is restricted.

d) The authorized vessels Master must maintain
communication with VTS and ensure that the
agreed arrival time with VTS to pass in the
above mentioned point/area.

e) The Maximum number of permitted vessels
should not exceed three (3) vessels during
the entire special move operation.

f) The passing speed should be at minimum as
safe speed as practical.

Your compliance with the above is requested.
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Harbour Master - Musaffah Port
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