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Authority (FTA) Circular (3) of 2019, the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) has acceded to
Annex VI of the 1997 Protocol to the
International Convention to the Protection of
Pollution from Ships (MARPOL Annex VI). Port
Circular 03/2019 and Version 2.2 of the Port
Rules refer and available in AD Ports website.

Regulation 18 of MARPOL Annex VI requires
that all reasonable steps are implemented to
promote the availability of fuel oils that comply
with this Annex. This includes ensuring the
fuel oil supplied to ships complies to the
MARPOL-mandated quality requirements,
notably the sulphur content in fuel oil, which
must not exceed 0.5% m/m on and after 1
January 2020 - unless the ship is fitted with
alternative means of compliance, typically an
exhaust cleaning system.
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In response to the above, Abu Dhabi Ports has
issued guidelines on compliance to the
MARPOL Annex VI fuel quality requirements.
These guidelines are available on the website
and formally come into force on 31 December
2019.

The guidelines are primarily for the benefit of
licensed fuel oil suppliers. However,
purchasers of fuel oil for ships and their agents
should also refer to the guidelines and comply
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with their associated obligations under
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